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Kimberly Vinson
Eighth Grade Georgia Studies 


           
kvinson@paulding.k12.ga.us
Course Objective

The focus of the curriculum concerns the progression of the State of Georgia throughout the context of United States’ history.  The relationship between Georgia, our nation, and the world will be examined.  Students will study geography, historical events and personalities, economics, political science, and current events to better understand this great state.
Class Expectations
Students will be expected to follow the classroom rules/expectations established by the classroom teacher.  Students will also be expected to follow all Paulding County and Dobbins Middle School Rules.

Grading Policy

Grades will be calculated based on the following distribution:

60% Summative

40% Formative

Summative assessments may include, but are not limited to, unit tests, projects, and other assignments representing mastery of standards.


Formative assessments may include, but are not limited to, class work and other assignments representing mastery of elements and/or parts of standards.  

Recovery Policy
Students are expected to complete all assignments and hand them in on time




10 points deducted per day for late assignments
***I will take any assignment up to 5 instructional dates late with the late points deducted.  After the 5 instructional days, you child will receive a zero on the assignment.    
The guidelines that allow students to recover summative grades are as follows:

1. If a student receives a 70% or lower on a summative assessment, they will be able to request to retest.  The students will need to get a request to retest form and follow all the steps outlined on the form before they turn in the request. 
2. It will be the teachers discretion whether or not your child can retest based on the evidence provided by your child.  
3. The date for test recovery will be at the teacher’s discretion. Retest will take place during help sessions unless other arrangements have been made with me. 
4. Students will only be allowed the same time period for testing that they would be afforded in a normal class environment.  

5. In order to keep students focused on their current material and to avoid possible failure on those assessments, students will only be allowed to retake the most recent summative assessment.

6. There are no retakes of failed retakes.

Make-Up Work

It is the student’s responsibility, not the teacher’s, to make arrangements for make-up work.  The number of days allowed to complete make-up work will not exceed the number of days absent.  Failure to comply with this procedure will result in a reduced grade given for graded assignments missed during an excused absence. The late work policy does go into effect after the number of days your child was absent.   
Notebook

Students are required to keep a notebook, with dividers for their GA History work.  We will have a section for Warm Ups/ORQ, Geography, Civics/Government, History, and Economics.  Students will take notes, complete quizzes, tests and projects throughout the year that should be kept within that notebook in an orderly fashion. This notebook will serve as a vital tool for studying throughout the year.  A test grade may be taken on the notebook and its contents at the end of each unit studied.  

Procedures

1. Students should bring textbooks, notebooks and writing utensils each day. Students will not be allowed to go to lockers during class.

2. Students enter the room, get materials ready, write in agendas, and complete the journal activity. Please be in your assigned seat working when the bell rings.

3. Students should work quietly in assigned seats. Please ask for permission if you need to leave your seat. 

4. All homework is due at the beginning of class or will be considered late.

5. Restroom/water breaks should be taken during scheduled times and not during class.

Webpage

You will need to make sure that I have your email address (students and parents) in order to access the webpage this year.  I will be using Bloomz in order to keep you informed.  You may go ahead and check on the webpage at www.bloomz.net and you can go ahead and download the app. 
MATERIALS NEEDED
· 1 ½ - 2 inch binder

· Sturdy dividers for binder (need 5)

· Notebook paper

· Writing instruments (Blue, Black, Pencils, Highlighters) 

· Colored Pencils & markers

· Internet Access (if not available at home, you will need to purchase a 4GB or larger flash drive)

· Email Address

· Scissors (student pair)

· Glue Sticks

· Sharpener

· Index Cards

· Box of Tissue

*Optional- pack of copy paper for the teacher. This will allow the teacher to make copies of notes and handouts so that more class time can be used for assessing
After reading and discussing the class syllabus, please sign below.  Students must return signed syllabus to Ms. Vinson.  You may find a copy online at www.bloomz.net under the INFO tab.  I am looking forward to an outstanding year together!

Student Name ________________________________________________   Date ________________

Student Signature _______________________Parent Signature _________________________________
